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VOLCANIC DUST RAISES INTEREST IN 
MISSILES CONFERENCE AT UM JUNE 5
by Maribeth Dwyer
MISSOULA-- UM Information Services
Spokesmen for both sides of a controversial issue were scheduled to convene 
at the University of Montana on May 21 to air their views at a free, public con­
ference on "Montana's Missiles and the Nuclear Arms Race." But the conference 
could not be held that day because Missoula lay dormant under a blanket of gray, 
volcanic ash.
The conference has been re-scheduled for Thursday, June 5--and the circumstance 
that forced its postponement has generated tremendous interest in it.
Missoulians who contemplated the eerie scene outside their windows on May 21 
could not help but be chilled by thoughts of what might have been had the fallout 
come from a man-made nuclear explosion instead of a volcanic eruption staged by 
Mother Nature. For many, these sobering thoughts were countered by fear of the 
possible consequences of falling behind in the nuclear arms race.
The conference at the UM on June 5 will consider these conflicting ideas and 
try to present a balanced view of the risks and trade-offs involved in implementing 
either.
The program, which will be in the University Center Ballroom, will get under way 
at 8:30 a.m. and culminate in an 8 p.m. session featuring opposing answers by two 
military men to the question: "Do we need the MX missile?"
The evening speakers will be retired Gen. William T. Fairbourne, Salt Lake 
City, Utah, and retired Brig. Gen. Robert Williams, Sun City, Ariz.
(over)
VOLCANIC DUST--add one
At 8:45 a.m. two films will be shown: "War Without Winners," from the Center
for Defense Information, and "The SALT Syndrome," from the American Security Council. 
Dr. Jesse Bier, UM professor of English, will critique the films.
At 10:30 a.m., a representative of the U.S. Air Force and Bill Murray, Great 
Falls, civil defense coordinator for Cascade County, will talk about Montana's 
missiles and civil defense.
The afternoon program:
1:15 p.m. -- "The Ethics of Human Survival," by Dr. John Lawry, professor of 
philosophy, UM; Dr. Lane McGaughy, associate professor of religious studies, UM; 
and Lloyd Meyer, former nuclear civil protection planner in the Montana Department 
of Military Affairs.
3 p.m. --"The Strategic and Economic Aspects of Disarmament," Michael Mawby, 
a disarmament coordinator, Committee for SANE Nuclear Policy, Washington, D.C., and 
Williams, representing the American Security Council.
Dr. Meyer Chessin, UM botany professor, is the conference chairman.
The program is funded in part by a grant of $8,307 from the Montana Committee 
for the Humanities to the conference sponsors: the Western Montana Scientists'
Committeefor Public Information, Missoula Women for Peace, and the Associated 
Students of UM.
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